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from the Egyptian Delta where the cotton was grown, through its 
industrial processes, and finally into the later stages of haggling, 
selection and use by designers and vendors a continent away in 
Europe. This process expresses a profound desire. The desire to 
free ourselves from illusion and delusion. We must possess the full 
knowledge of all materials—then and only then in a disposable 
age is one his or her own person, rid of all deception, self- and 
otherwise.

Of course it’s impossible, that goal. A false temptation leading 
to nothing. We are far more likely, within the span of our lives, to 
obtain a glut of information about a very few specific materials.

Polystyrene. Polystyrene is a synthetic polymer (chemical com-
pound defined by repeating structural molecular units known as 
monomers) made from the monomer styrene, a chemical prod-
uct derived from petroleum, or a petrochemical (liquid form). 
Styrene, a derivative of benzene, is also known as vinyl benzene 
or phenyl ethene. So to produce polystyrene, you polymerize 
styrene, a synthetic process that forces monomers to form chains, 
chemically shackling them together in a mass act of homogene-
ity. Polystyrene can be rigid or foamed (for instance, plastic or 
styrofoam cups), and is classified as a thermoplastic, or a polymer 
which becomes moldable after reaching a specific temperature, 
and then, incredibly, returns to its solid state in exactly the form 
it’s been molded into once cooled. Therein lies the genius of this 
material. The polymers themselves are then bound into chains by 
molecular forces. In styrene, the existence of its vinylic antenna is 
what allows it to polymerize. Vinyl has a significant relationship 
to ethyl alcohol—the word vinyl is derived from the Latin word 
for wine, vinum. Polystyrene ain’t exactly too biodegradable, and 
styrofoam isn’t biodegradable period. (You are too callow, The Fat 


