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manufactured from virgin wood, are usually coated with a thin 
layer of polyethylene (PE) or polyactide (PLA). Of the two, only 
PLA is biodegradable, and in any case neither plastic is biodegrad-
able in the purest sense. Paper cups, regardless of their linings, 
require specialized facilities if they’re to be recycled at all. In the 
U.S. in 2006, 6.5 million trees were cut down and 4 billion gallons 
of water used to produce 16 billion paper cups. Post-disposal, the 
cups accrued into 253 million pounds of waste4.

Let us recognize early on there’s an intrinsic environmental 
aspect here that ought to be addressed, but I’m in the unfortunate 
position of having to demand you consider this a merely periph-
eral part of our concerns in this text. Relevant—yes. Primary—no. 
We are concerned with user-end symbolism, the realms of mind-
set and indoctrination, motors that drive the problem in the 
first place. And anyway, statistics like these are hopelessly basic, 
stupefying even, for the truly savvy environmentalist. I’ve even 
suppressed the urge to delve into such tired eco-laments as the 
oceanic trash vortices (which are not visible patches of distinct 
garbage, but far more sinister and intractable swirls of plastic 
mush). But my overall point, which is diffuse and, I can guaran-
tee based on the number of pages in your hands, will come on 
gradually, is moreso a commentary on ourselves and our basic 
psychology than it is planetary and environmental. What I’m 
saying is, feel free to envision your mind as a trash vortex. Look 
around you, no matter where you are. All the objects surrounding 
you are trash, whether eventual or immediate. Your television, 
your laptop, your phone and tablet and augmented reality device 
(glasses or contacts or whatever the fuck): these are, in addition 
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